ROUTES TO ROOTS
Customized Research Services

By Keren Weiner, Genealogist

Can You Name Your Eight Great-Grandparents?

Phase I / U.S. Research
Research in the United States begins with documenting the presence of the immigrant ancestor and can include the following:

· Ship arrival records, ship photograph(s) and naturalization records
· Birth, marriage and death records

· Tombstone photographs and cemetery research

· City directory records

· Social Security applications

· U.S. Census and state census records (where available)

· Military records (including World War I and World War II draft registrations)

· Land and property records (where available)

· Newspaper articles (obituaries, death notices, wedding/engagement announcements, etc.)

· Holocaust-related documents (victim lists, survivor lists, deportation lists, etc.)

· Telephone/e-mail interviews with family members

These documents can be found in various archives, libraries and repositories including but not 

limited to:

· National Archives and Library of Congress

· New York Public Library and New York Genealogical and Biographical Society 

· Municipal Archives and libraries (in various cities/states)

· Center for Jewish History (Genealogy Institute)

· U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives (Washington D.C.) and the Yad Vashem Archives (Jerusalem)
· Family History Library (Salt Lake City and branch archives throughout the U.S.)

What you will receive:

A three-ring binder (or a series of binders depending upon the scope of the project) which contains:

· Research report including summary of research, analysis of findings, recommendations for future research
· Index to U.S. documents (arranged alphabetically by surname and then chronologically)

· U.S. documents (placed in acid-free archival-safe plastic sleeves), numbered and labeled
· Tombstone photographs and cemetery records (where available)

· Holocaust research (Yad Vashem files in Israel)

· Town history (ancestral town[s])

· Family tree charts in various formats


Why U.S. Research if you already know all or most of your “cousins” in the U.S.?

During the U.S. research process, many documents are discovered which ask for names of parents, city of birth, date and place of immigration (could be Ellis Island, Boston, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Galveston and other ports).  Often these documents produce names of previously unknown relatives and/or different ancestral town names from the ones you may know.  

Phase 2 / Research in the “old country”

Once ancestral town names are confirmed, it will be possible to determine if any surviving documents exist for that town.  At that point, we can explore the possibilities of Phase 2 of your family history research which can include archive research in Eastern Europe and/or a customized tour to your ancestral town(s).  

____________________________________________________________________________

When you presented my family with our history this year, I was amazed at the thoroughness and quality of your work.  I have spent enough time in archives to know how difficult a project like this is.  I know, too, that I would not have been able to carry it off like you have, and you have taught me a lot about how this kind of research should be done.  I teach a class in the anthropology of kinship at the University of Michigan, and I plan to use your work on my family as a case study for students who are interested in American kinship studies and in pursuing their own family’s history. Keren, my family will always be indebted to you.  I know my parents are as thrilled as I am to now have our history in our homes.
Dr. David Akin

Ann Arbor, MI

My life has been redefined in some ways, as I align with the adventurous spirit of my family, who embarked on a journey of discovery and a new life.  These simple papers reveal the changes in their lives as they pioneered across country to an unknown “wild west,” or remained east with the other masses of immigrants. From the incredible photographs you took of my family headstones on your trek to Staten Island, to the ancient images and descriptions of the town in Poland where my great grandfather came from, you revealed a rich family history that I had not known. I cannot imagine how much work it took for you to compile my book of hundreds of pages of documents. The attention to detail and the beautifully written portrayal of my family’s journey was thorough and enlightening.  Thank you, Keren, for giving us this wonderful gift.
Leslie Klein

West Stockbridge, MA

What an extraordinary ability you have for delving into the past and bringing a family history back to life.  Your book “The Fischer and Weber Families” not only rekindled many poignant memories for me, but went beyond that in tracing both families for several generations.  

Leonard Weber

Monterey, MA

We come from a long line of book collectors, but the large tome you presented to our family is now the most valued book on the shelf.  We presented a copy to my father for his 84th birthday last month, and he and my mother have not stopped talking about it, as they enjoy a flood of fond, nearly forgotten memories. These will now live on in our children, and their children, and so on down the line.  I believe that your qualities as a researcher and sleuth made this project more than your average genealogical survey.  Names and dates on the page, some of them from as far back as the 1700s, came alive as they were put in a context that harkened back to places and times from the past.  Your amazing navigation of regional courthouses and archives can be attributed, not only to your tenacity, but to how you worked with the clerks in charge of precious files as you verified all your findings with real documents.  I know that your finesse and charm opened many doors for us, including the discovery of an amazing oral history from the early part of the last century that mentioned “old folks” my father remembers.  Our beginnings were humble ones, but you handled our family history like we were royalty. 

Dianna Downing

Great Barrington, MA
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Interesting?     Interested?


Call, fax or e-mail for references and further information:
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Email:  kerenweiner@msn.com








